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CONEAT
¥ ATH FORCE (E-24)
450TH BE.G. TEe3RB B.8.
APC 520

One DECEMBER 18 1944 Two
Floriedorf 01l Refinery, Vienue, Austris,

Co-pllot for Feghn T745 995-2 UC-PFF Temp-360 A P25.0 E-51-08

Ho engine trouble and returned with good pupply of geeoline. F-1light

tc moderate, hesvy to scourate. They tracked ug pretty good; reporte
fron nunber four man slsd we hed buret following us zll the way of the
bomb 3un. Hen inte 1light ¥ on the rally. No damsgs. Henrd & 17 sey
he hed two engines out 2nd & supercherger o &nother and thnt &t presesnt

Bo vae throwing things out snd intendsd to Ball out snd for some one
to rafilo in hils position. Everyone cala fo tha| gnd.

Tro IECEMSER 20 1944 Four

Brlzbure M/X, Garfiaay.

Co-pilot for Flaming TE0O SI1-2 UC-FFF Temp-500 A24.5

Eagine run-up #esa't ec ot but the ship worked swell thru-out the
miceion. Fivet misaion for the crew except Sievere snd Evane; Starke
wes cheoked out by another sagineer. F-hesvy end sccursate but ekant.
Tvo burat rocked the ship.

Three DECEMEER 21 1044 fBix
Hosenhelm W/¥, Germany.

Co-pilot for Marston T9156 777-2 UC-PFF A22.0 B10.6s E-51-38

Thie wee the pilota leet mlssgion. Mo engine trouble, F-llone. Nunber
three mea fe1l out after leaving the target. Landed in MNorthern Itely.

Four DECESEER 26 1944 Beven

Innsbruk N/Y, Austris.
Os-pilot for formmprier TBOO 841-6 Vie B10.58 E-none

o engine trouble. F-heavy and eoocurate and intenge. The pilpt got

a piece of Tlak in hie foot sbout inch end half nt bombs ewsy g0 I

had to bring the ship heme. Stoyed with the formetion until out of
the Udlnez Aves then ceme on in slone. Joke lesd meking two 5608 on
the terrget erea. Fegon (with Homo) Wee neen going 4o0wn smoking pretty
bed. Another ghip blew-up on the second peres £L The pun-betteries.
Ambulances met us At the Tisld after ghéoting off pur red flares.

Five DECEMEER 27 1024 Eight
Railrosd Line, Bronner Poes, Italy.
Filot T745 §33-5 Vie BZ.%0s

F-Heavy, intcnnme and apcurste. We lost the use of the number four
supepchsrger on the way up. We ren into an unpredicted flek ares, and
they peppered us zood. Five good flsk holes...ceven leca then the
previous cay. HNeerly lost Lhe right sileron dub to this flek, Jim
noticed cne ehip thet Tlew up. Sembing vee poed causing g lendelide
on tha rail-loon.



8ix DECEMBER 29 1944 Nine

Srenner Pess (Loop), Italy
Filot T74b 405-5 Vis B6.10 A24.0 E-None

No engine trouble. Weather not so good. liot prepared for firsd

flsk which hit lead ship killing box lesder, cur CC. Formatlon stayed
together but lcet altitude. Lead galvoed, number two eslvoed thru
bomb-bay doore just missing ue. Number two fell out (Ehrlich).

Caught up with the leader who took us over more flak, believed Bolzano.
R/C miesed with a good pilece thet went thru ammo. cans and out the

other eide. We left forsation and climbed to 25.5 over Venice. Weather
drove us to 1000 feet over the Adristic. Got & bearing from B/F and
few on instruments. Finally came 1n at 500 feet. Tower directed me

to the field.

Seven DECEMBER 30 1944 Ten
Ora R.R. and M Ttal

FPilot TBOO G58-7 Vis AP4.C BE.6s E-None

o engine trouble. 8hip wae Pacli Loesl. Got heavy prop-wash on
takeoff and getting lnto formaticn. Thie missicn was & ccoks tour of
Italy. Our wheels would net lock down after peeling off of the form-
ation on return. Cranked down...finelly landed...wheikls locked.
F-glight snd inecourate..saw some of the rocket flek today.

Zight FEBRUARY 7 1845 Twelve

Moogebierbaum 011 Refinery, Vienns,Austria.
Pilot T30 787-5 Vie AP6.5 BB.bs E-51

F-Heavy, intenee, mocurste. BSupercharger trouble on number two.

Had strong head wind on the wey up but & quick return trip. We got

2 hit in number four supercharger end loet 1t completely over the
target; our MP fell from 40 to 24", We stayed at Al8.C and beat

the group home. We had some damage to one alleron. BSeen the bilggest
bursts yet so far.

Hine FEBRUARY 13 1845 Fourteen

South Emst Goode ¥arde, Vienna, Austria.

Pilot Tals 787-6 Vie A25.5 B8.6s Temp-28C E-%

F-Intense, inaccurate and hesvy, barrage type. Route Flak by Lake
Balton. BSow two German Jet Jobs. Fecelved several flak holes in
welet snd around teil snd one into the nogse wheel section.

Ten FEBRUARY 17 1845 Fifteen
Graz M/¥, Auetria.

Filot T745 9787-6 UC-PFF A24.0 BB.58 E-%

F-Target Hsavy and accurste but light. We were acheduled for the

5t. Velentine Tank Works, near Linz. Got Flak at Graz on the way to

primnry and at primary, but bombed slternste. No engine trouble.
Vapor trails proved beautiful, Land with about 200 G.G.



Eleven FEBRUARY 24, 1945 Sixteen

Verong, M Italy.
Pilot 787-8 Vis B8.5s A24.0 E-none

Got lost on rendy, but got together at remote rendy point. We climbed
through about 10.Cft of solid overcast, breaking out at 24.0ft, We
made a 260 on the terget. Leader had to fall cut arfter the te.rﬁt
becauege of the fallure of numbsr J engine, Oot Hell for a bad landing
fron the Group Cperations Officer. We had good bombing that day.

Twelve FEBRUARY 27 1945 Seventeen
Salzbury M/Y, Germeny (Frimary)

Lienz M/Y, (Alternate)

Filot 339-6 Vie B5.10s AZ26.5 E-none

The Mickey set went out and we headed for the flak. D1d not drop the
bombe, so headed for the alternate. The F-Hesvy, intenee, inaccurate
at Salzburg, but none at Lienz. My co-pilot was our new Commanding
Offlcer, Major Ingetrom. We lert the terget with 600 G.G. We lost
number four due to lost of fuel precsure on the way back, but engineer
trensfered fuel to keep the engine operating.

Thirteen: MARCE 1 1945 Nineteen

Mooeeblerbaum 011 Reflnery, Vienna, Austria.
Pllot T710 §68-8-5 UC-FFF A27.0C EBEB.5s E-7

F-Heavy, inaccurate. HNumber two fell out at rendy, we moved up to
number five position. The weather was clear up until. Braslavia.

Had new navigator that day
We got the B24 to 28.0 fully
loaded in spite the fact that thie wae lts 77th miselon.

Fourteen MARCH ] 1945 Twenty-One

Komarcon M/¥, Austria. (Frimary)
Maribor Loco-Depot, Yugoslavie.

Pilot T815 339-6 A23.5 BEB.Bs Vis E-?

The primary wes coversd and were only permitted to bomb 1T visual
due to the fact it was so 2lose to the front lines. We picked up
gome fact on the target. We headed out for the alternate. We
started out in number nine position, but ended up in number &. Homer
fell out and landed at Zara. Made & 360 on the Target and finally
bombed st 26.0. F-Heavy, intense, sccurate. It never came up until
bombs away. Lost number four supercharger off of the target, but got
it hack in. Flek holes in waiet and ruBider. Number seven man lost
ell four for awhile.

Fifteen MARCE 10 1945 Twenty-Two

Maribor M/Y, Yugoslevia.
Pilot T10lb 787-8% AS4.0 BB.G6s Temp 54C E-7

Thie was A visusl miselon, and sverything was covered over. We got
severe prop-wash and almost turned over cn the bomb-run. The weather
wag pretty bad up and back. I brought my bombs back to the Adristic
snd dropped them. Hit a thunderhead and enow st the spur. One sghip
was loet in the weather. We were pretty well froze up, had trouble
seeing to land. Landed with a flat noee wheel.



Sixteeon MARCH 13 1946 Twenty-Four

Regeneburg M/¥, Germany.

Pilot TP46 B£45-5 APS5.0 B6.5es UC-PFF E-851

F-Modernte and inaccurate. We flew and old Miockey Ship with a lot
no-good rader equipment in 1%. Thile was one of the longest missions
the group flew. It turned out tc be one of the beet of missicne.

Seventeen MARCH 186 1945 Twenty-Six

Hoogeblerbaum Oil Refinery, Vienna Austria.
Pilot T745 454-1 A24.0 B6.5s PFF(Vie) E-7

I got credit for being Group Pilet today on the miselon Reporte from
15th Alr Force. My co-pllot was Cperatlons COfflcer of the Group.

It wes guite the experience flying lesd, end the migeion of the whola
wae good. The weather waen't so hot, but good snough for us.

Elghteen HARCH 20 1945 Twenty-Eight
8t. Valentine Tank Works, Linz, Austris.

Anstettin M/Y¥, Austria.

Pilot TROO B593-6 Al8.0 B6.10s Vis E-%

The primary was covered over so we went to the Alternate at Amsettin.
Neo flek was encounted at the target, but we got well peppered by some
route flak in Yugo on the way heme. It got a B1l7 which blew up a
1little distance from us. BSeen a few chutes. One was caught on the
plane as i1t went down.

Nineteen MARCH 22 1945 Thirty

South-EZast Goods Siding, Vienns, Austria.
Fllot T718 %B87-2 A26.0 BB.5s Vie E-7

The weather ®was fine for flying. We were forced to drop four bombs
on the way up to keep up with the formation. We finally went over
&gllone behind the Tormation. There was malto flak, sbout the most
I've ever esen. The group loet four shipe this day.

Twenty MARCH 93 1945 Thirty-Two
8t. Polten M/¥, Austria.

Filot T730 B0O3-7 A23.0 B4O0.ls Vise E-7

Thie wae & no flak target. We had no navigator. The bombardier dropped
the front left 3 racks through the dcors and the rest of the tomba
piled up in the bays without gotng through the doore. We had to take

the bombs out tb the Adrlstle and throw them out by hand. Starkas is
in for the DFC on this.

Twenty-One MARCH 25 1946 Thirty-Four
Bruck Lietha M/Y, Austria.

Filot TE00 (045-3 A20.0 E40.la Vie E-?

Another no flak target for us, howsver another box caught some. We

had a hundred-pounder go off & few feet underneath of us. We ran
into a lot of weather on the return. The lead miesed the terget.



Twenty-Two MARCH 31 1045 Thirty-8ix
Linz Main M/Y, Austria.

Pilot T?15 693-7-4 AZ25.5 B8.58 E-?

An Infantry Ceptein from the lines flew with us this morning. We ran
into m lot of weather, some of the worse. We went over the target in
number four poeition as Deputy Lead. No. 4 mistakenly dropped his
bombs thru the doors before the target. We lost our oxygen in part
of the ship, but maAaged to stay with the formation.

Twenty-Three APRIL [] 1945 Thirty-Seven
Verona (8ide Rail-Traok), Italy.

Co-pilet for James W. Evans TB45 787-5 A24.0 B40.ls E-none.

I was checking out Jim today and let him fly left seat. The last
time we ever Tlew together. We had no particulsr trouble. We ran

into a lot of flak, but our atesp rally prsvented our going through
the woret of it. The navigator was strickly off the ball.

Twenty-Four AFRIL 3] 1945 Thirty-Eight
Vipiteno Railrosd Bridge, Italy (Brenner Pase)
Pilot (Check-out Co-pllet by nams of Celkers) T 405-8 B5.10s

A2E.5 E-none

I was checking out a new firet pilot. We used Ifinsbruch for an IF
and made two 3608 on the target (bad nevigation) I don't know what
eaved us this day. Took over number seven spot after he fell out
smoking. Heard him call for fighter support the last I heard. We
thought we would have to feather number three. Lost three ships
today with one going to Bwitzland.

Twenty-Five AFRIL 18 1845 Thirty-Nine
Tactical Defenses, Bologna, Italy.
Filot (Deputy Lead) T1200 603-4 Bl0.5s A23.0 E-38

Had Street for Co-pilot thies time. ‘e held the formatlon together
real well in eplite of my first time st Deputy Lead. The Flak was
Henvy Intense, lnacourate. We had to open our bomb-bays about 1 hr.
before the target to prevent accidental dropplng on our own troops.
Notlced the markings the ground forces had for us. Heally something
new in bombing.

Twenty-8ix APRIL 19 1945 Forty
Reilrosd Viaduot, Avielo, Italy.
Pilot (Deputy Lead) T 481-4 BB.5s A25.5 E-7

Hed Street for Co-pllot agaln. We flew & new M model for the first
time in my history in flying a B24. A late rally by & new box leader
drew us into heavy, intense, but inaccurate flak. lHos 2,5,8. tock
off for themeelves. 20-Italisn Nel09 we in the area for stragrers.



Correction
(Sorte 10 & 12 Double Missions not Single)
Twenty-Seven APRIL 20 1945 (Fort ;—T‘ml
Forty-Four
Nairhof Hailroad Viaduct, Austria.
Pilot (Deputy Lead) T 481-4 Al7.0 B5.10s E-7? Vis

Ead Steve Famely Tor co-pllot. There wag no rlak and 1t turned out to
be a good one. We had to increase our altituds after the target to
Eet over the Alps and to get home. The Group did 100% bombing on thig
target.

Twenty-Eight APRIL 23 1645 Forty-Five
Legnago Roed Bridge, Italy.
Pilot T 803-7 A20.5 B5.10a E-7 Vie

Had Steve with ms again. We did not get any flak, but the two boxes
ahead of us did. We got another 100%on this target. Everything went
fine.

Twenty-line APRIL 24 1945 Forty-Six
Sen Ambrogle Marehalling Yarde, Verona, Italy.
Filet T ©85-2 A24.5 El0.58s E-7 Vie

Another new first pilot for a co-pilot. OGuy by the name of Cerrell.
We sctually encounter no flak at the target. The lead ship only
dropped one bomb. Turned out to be & feir miggion. Three ghips
felled to make the fleld beceuse of the lost of engines. One lost
thres engines.

Thlrt[ APRIL 28 1945 Forty-Seven
Cagara Ammunition Stores Dump, Italy.
Filot T 405-6 A24.0 E10.68 E-51

Weatherforced us to return to the base with our bombs however we did
cross the target. We could only bomb vieually so all the alternates
were covered. No. 2 prop governor stuck at 2000rpm so we dropped our
bombe in the Adriatic end beet the rest of the formations home.

Thig wag aleo The groups lest migslon in the war, and I believe the
16th Air Forces.



