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PROP BLOWN LODSE' '
WRECKS A SECOND LIB

FATything tah fmppen ineombat,’
bt a 7230d Squandron: erews never
expected Lo bave their bomb-bav
wieeked, stabilizer almost chopped
i two anid the controls locked--ll
as a result of a whirling propeller.

When the Pilot, Ti. Mickey LRorer,
speil the bomber down tlie Ty
on take-off, e was unaware of the
falit. that the plane just aliead of
Lim  had  skidded to a
engine afive, Suddenly, as The Jeft
the gronnd, Rorer spotted an objeet

turtling  flicongl the air, sensed
it aiming toward him. 1t was  the

prop from: the Burning’ plane!
Reaeting  quiekly; he tried
mazieuyer the Lib so fhal the on-
uvaidable prop,  whirling  [thivough
might strike the least eritical

310 Y

fay

spave

undmg gear
eracking  the
bowded back and
tlough the lefr horizontal sta)ilizer,
All were stunned at the disuster,
but reassured, when the pilot, after
(Uomtinued on page lonr)

amd  the ‘homb-buays.,
main then
hole

spar,

sushed

QUICK THINKING SAVES FIVE

Quick, elear thinling and dis-
regard  for peérsonal safety on the
part of three 723rd men saved the
lives of five of thi erew  whose
plane exploded on take - off last
Friday. '

Col. Engstrom, T23rd €0, was
on the line close io the Engiueerin;{;
avew at the time the mishap oéeurred.
Eporting the burping engine, he
dashed. futo the neavest tent for =
five  extinguisher and informed
Capt. Massey, Engincering Officer,
of  the situation.

The Captain climbed into a jeep,
ayertook tlie Colonel, and fogether
they leaded for the plane, which
by this time was a raging inferno.
Some of the crew had managed fo
eseape from if; bnt they were on
fivé  and burning  badly, ol
Emngstrom furped his extinguisher
on the human torches,

Meanwhile, M/Sgt Mervin Berkin,
Grdnance Section Chief, who was
also a  witness to the disaster,
realized that there was no suitable
transportation  to . remove  the
stricken men, and acted swiftly. Ho
ran off, returned with an Ordnance
trnek: and the most severely burned
were rushed & the Group Hospital.
The homber exploded seconds later,
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721 Bomp Squadion

the original air

half, its

PO 13 TIPS Yo/

oms Up” Disappears |
On 105th Mission
“Hottoms Up,” the last plane of
eehuelon that Teft
trom Alumogonlo, New Mexico, iu
the winter of 19438, was- lost on g
105th sortie; a anission to  Wienew

Ninitudt,

met‘l after its 100tk  soriie,
“Bottoms  Up" avas veconditioned
by the 721st Squnadron and  pnt
hack on flying status by the 15th
AAT Hg on Moveh sth. B

Beginning lier record afresh affter,
major overhwuling: “Bottons Up’
tmade suecessive trips o Korman,
Marrhor, Vienns, Regensburg, Vi
vadlzin, and Wiener-Neustadt, She
liad over 1060 operational hours at
the time she  disappearad.

The plane was fivst received by
fhie T¢1sh Squadron on Octolier 50,
1043 and M/Bot. Lester J. -Witlie:,
Epoon was appointed her crew elier.
Developing difficnities
on the trip over the pend, “Bottoms
Tp” whs the last ship to arrive &t
lier overseas station, She

mechimical

got, here
in time to participate on the ninth
mission of the Gronp, w flight o
Pisa, Haly on January 18,1944,

Originally ‘manned by LL. Joseph
P. Gallagher and his crew, ( now
all POYWs: ) the plane Khew many
piluis and érew - members. Captain
Waood ook Lier on' lier T00th mission
over éncmy-held territory.

723rd First in Parade

The following squadrons  were
rated as indicated by members of
the Group Staff at' thé formation,
Surniday, March 15,

First: 7230 Squadron
Second T20Lh Bauidron

Unique Record By Lt. Hall

A most unisnal record was turned
in by First Lientenant Iarold B
Hall, 7¥2nd, Pilot, recently when
he completed his Afiffieth combat
mission withont af early retur,
without ever feafhering an engine,
withaut ever leaving a formation and
without ever having to for
gasoiine or for any ether réason upou
his return from a missien. To the
best of our knowledge, ao other
member, either past or present,
this group, has ever equalled  this
record.

Lt. Hall made his- fiest’ mission
over the Ora Rail Road Bridge on

stop

(Continned on page four)
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Doanovan and Wells
Up Another Notch

The Group Executive Officer and
Group Adjutant weré botl elevated
in rank Iast week, Tt is now 1t
Cale. Clurence J. Donovan and Maj.

Jolor T, Wells Jr,

Col. Donovan  was the original
Adjntant of the Group and served
in that capacity until several montls
apa when fresucceeded fo the post
of Exeegtive: Officer. Moving up a
noteh ab the sace tine, Mug- Wiells
left the T20th Squadron, where Te
held the positions of Synadvon Ad-
jutant and Execubive Officer, and
becue the new Gronp Adjutant.

A pradaate of the Uliiversity of
Notre: Dune, Gol. Donovan

Was
Liome

Maj.

mven in civilian life.  His
toun is. Bedford, Tndiana.

SWells: Navild Hollymooad, Califs s
“dePreTded student o 1he £

iversi
by of Washington and 44 8 U s mian-
ager for a :u:mll["(u:i-urin;__r Coneern,

Reese Hzads Growp Club
Plans April 7 Dance

A CGroup Bolisted Men’s (Qlub
was organized abia weeting Leld by
the pewly-formed  Headquartets
Squadron, last’ Mouday afférnoon,
Mimet. Leo H. Reese was ‘elected
president; T/Sgt. Mrancis B. 31:1‘1-11:1;
vige-president; and 8/Sgt.
Blaige, secrétary,

A constitution has beén proposed
and the newly-eleéted olficers intend
testudy and amend it before formal
presentation at the next rvegnlar
meeting, On adoption, the instrument
will be sent forward le the I5th
AAF Hy to gain official recognition
by higher Lieadguarters.

CR/Sgt. Earl Thomas, chaivman of
bie dange committee, teported that
arungements have been

Howard

tompleted
for the coming dance on April Til.
Almérican, Bnglish, New Zealand,
and Polish givls have been inyited
the 98th  Bombh
Group’s “Jdive-Bombers” have been
hired | to furnish the music,

Plans for renovating the mess-
Il and  day=room:  are umearing
completion. The proposed extensions
will be ready for nse about a week
before. the (ance,

ay  buests wand

Red Cross Drive On Nowi

Donations Accepted at Gp.

and Sqdn. Orderly Rooms
Subscribe Now!

MAMMOTH ATHLETIC
PLANS UNDER WAY

Special Services has announced
the opening  of fhe new Group
gymuasium behind ihe theater on
or about May Ist. 1t will bhouse
both a basketball and badminton
econrt. A compléte set of ba - bells
will be consteneted hy the Serviee
Seuatiron and will be mude gvailable
at_the tym,

Soith of the new T#ird area, a
Luige athletic center i8  ander
constriction. A separate baseball
dismond, four volleyball eotrts,
and four horse-shoe pits arve planned
for each gquadron. The TTeadquarters
Squadron will  have its  baseball
field back of the theater. Three
volleybell courts have already been
complated. fur  the  Hebdguarters:
unit,. .

Though tenniz © equipment  is
difficnlt to obtain, Special Services
is; making every effort to secure
some for fne Gronp. Two foll-sized
fennis courts ave planned for {he
new athletic area,

To. facilitate the handling and
drawing of athletic gquipment, an
uffice and storevoom will be built
in the new arew. One man from i
A & R ooffice will be available on
fll  duty fo aid in planai oand
organizing campetition i fle roup.

As part of flie new expansion
program, a new boxing ring will be
built. and beuts will be held
regularly once each week beginning
April 4tli. Prizes cousisting of war
bonds will be pgiven tothe winners.
The  condifioning  program  for
aspiring pugilists will begin in a
few days and those interested may
obtain informafion from Lf. Walsh,

Easter Services

Several  suest  ¢haplaing  will
participate: n the Ioly = Week
Services to be sponsored by the

4501h Srowp Chaplain’s Office,
Holy  Week Services for the
Protestant men of the 450th  anil
he held at 1800 hours in the theu-
ter building from Monday through

| Friday, Mareh 26-30,

The shedule'is as follouss: Monday,
Chaplain Richard 0. Flinm; Tues-
day, Chaplain Guy W, Mayfield;
Wednesday, Chaplain John H,
Keefe.



