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Major William A. Miller CO 723rd Squadron
We are currently looking for a picture & or any information or stories that anyone
may have about Major William A. Miller of the 723rd and “The Buelah” crew.

Major Miller, the pilot of “The Buelah”, which was the lead ship on its ill-fated mission to
Steyr, Austria on 23-FEB-44. There is an inspiring story about “The Buelah” on the
450thbg.com website but we have no pictures of either the plane or any of it’s crew
members.

The story on the website does a very good job of describing what happened that day with
many details about “The Buelah”. I have personally visited the crash site of “The Buelah”
in 2003 when I went to Austria in search of information about the crash of “SH Mouse
Esq.”, which was the plane my Uncle James E Flynn was on that same day. I can tell you
that when I saw the crash site of “The Buelah” and the craters that still exist today, I was
speechless. There is still a smell of fuel & discoloration in the ground that makes up the
craters. A list of the crew on “The Buelah” that day is on the following page.

Please contact the Editor if you have even the smallest bit of information
about “The Buelah”, it’s crew or the mission to Steyr on 23-FEB-44.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ASSOCIATION

A letter from the 450thbg.com Webmaster
For those who do not know me, here is an insight of who I am.

My name is Mark Worthington, born 1960 in England, hence some of the typo’s you
think you see on the website. I moved to Canada in 1983 and married a Canadian. I
have five kids aged 16 to 24. For the last 18 years I have worked for the Toronto Police
Service and am currently assigned to the Toronto Police Training College as a Use of
Force/Defensive Tactics instructor.

I got involved with the 450th website in 1999 when a friend of mine asked me to put
together a one page article to remember his grandfather, Samuel Artzer of the 721st

Squadron. While researching Sam it quickly became apparent that there was little
information available about the 450th on the world wide web. As I dug deeper, veterans
and family members started sending me information and asking questions about lost
friends and relatives that I could not answer. I am happy to say that many of those
questions are now answered, thanks in part to those who send us the information.

The rest, as they say is history. The website has grown from one page to over 21,000
in the past eight years. It takes about 25 hours a week of my time and is the least I can
do to say thank you to our veterans and their families for the sacrifices they made
during and after WWII. What truly makes this all worth while? When I get an e-mail or a
phone call saying thank you, “I have just spoke with a friend I have not seen or heard
from in 60 years.” With your help, I hope to expand the website, keep adding
information and help reunite lost friends and their families for many years to come.

Mark Worthington – 450thbg.com Webmaster, Co-Editor and BRAT
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Major William A. Miller CO 723rd Squadron (Contd.)

The Buelah Crew on 23-FEB-44 Mission to Steyr, Austria
01 Pilot William A. Miller Major O-438443
02 Co-Pilot Richard M. Whitney 1st Lt O-660313
03 Nav. Clarence W. Smith 1st Lt O-670178
04 Bomb. William Flock 2nd Lt O-688934
05 Rad. James Shaw S/Sgt 13119439
06 Rad. John O. Squires S/Sgt 32384089
07 AE Lawrence O’Conner S/Sgt 39457635
08 AR Robert C. McCarvay S/Sgt 13145825
09 AG Charles Allen S/Sgt 34614032
10 AAG Bernari Bernard Sgt 37656960

885th Bombardment Squadron (H) (Special)
Top Secret Missions

While doing research I stumbled across the fact that many of the men assigned
to various bomb groups were at times put on DS (Detachment Service) and
assigned to fly secret missions with the 885 th Squadron Special (H), based in
Brindisi, Italy. A heavy burden fell on the 885 th Squadron, for it was the only USAAF
unit in the Mediterranean Theater engaged exclusively in supply operations over
occupied countries.

Their low-level missions were mostly flown at night, in order to drop supplies,
ammunition, food, medicine and special agents to the liberating forces, and to
partisans assisting them. With the assistance of a former veteran of the 885th, John
Mattison, we were able to identify the following men from the 450th BG who flew
missions with the 885th Squadron: Edgar P Beaver, Arthur M Chasen, John H
Chipps, Victor Ciccotti, Paul E Courter, Thomas B Greene, Edward C Hastings,
Albert E Houghton, Vernon L Johnson, Arthur B Legath, James J McBurney,
Thomas N Norman, Thaddeus C Pieczonka, Jerold E Rubinton, Richard B Sellers,
James D Six, John E Smith, John Stockton, James W Trinkley, and John F Waters.

Men of the 450th BG that lost their lives while serving on a top secret mission with
the 885th: Jacob G Bolz Jr, John T Colfer, Joseph C Croushore, Carl O Danielson,
Joseph A Darin, Alfred R Freidlander, Donald F Graves, Albert Huffman, Thomas J
Kirk, Eugene M Poplawski, and Robert H Wilds Jr.

If you are interested in learning more about the 885th missions the following website
link will give you further information of the 885 th Squadron.
Users.rcn.com/hugh.turner/2641st/2641st.htm
And of course, if you served with the 885th, we’d love to hear from you.

Nancy Rellihan – Alternate Director

************* 65th Anniversary - 450th Bomb Group Calendars for 2009 *************
In honor of the 65th year of the formation of the 450th Bomb Group we have put together a 2009 calendar. It features the nose art
of 48 B-24’s with the missions recorded on the day they were flown. These will be available at the reunion & also by parcel post.
To make certain we have enough on hand at the reunion, and for those we will need to mail, please let us know how many
calendars you would like to purchase. Calendars at the reunion will be sold for $12.00 each and $15.00 each if they are mailed
to you in order to cover postage and handling.

All proceeds will be donated to the 450th Bomb Group Memorial Association.
2009 Calendar - Quantity_________ @ 12.00 ea (This price is at the reunion only).

If you are unable to attend the reunion, please mail the following information along with your check made payable to
450th BG Memorial Association and mail to: 450th BG Memorial Association, P.O. Box 857, Liberty, MO 64068.
2009 Calendar Quantity_________ @ 15.00 ea Name:

Address:

2009 450th BG Calendars Available
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Looking For . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . Please Help Us

I am wondering if anyone has any information about Byron Mathany – 723rd. I ran across a photo of him and a crew and was
delighted. Thank You
Name: Natasha Mathany Email: Stompin_Groundz@Hotmail.com
I am trying to find any and all information regarding my Great Uncle Sgt. George Frederick Weishaar, who died June 26,
1944 over Romania. (MACR) # 6367 His ship was the Bottoms Up. I have been told that he and his crew members were
buried in Jefferson Barracks, MO cemetery on June 28, 1951 almost 7 years to the day after being shot down. He was with
the 450th BG, 721 Squadron. I would appreciate any and all information regarding Sgt. George Frederick Weishaar.
Respectfully,
Brenda Sinclair - Great niece Email: Rsinc10521@aol.com
5899 White Church Road
Shippensburg, PA 17257
717-530-1334 H 717-530-1339 Fax
Looking for info on SSGT STANLEY DRYLA, 721 BS.
Name: George Simko Email: txtravels02@sbcglobal.net
Thank You for the creation of your website. I am the grandson of Luke Hogan, radio operator of the Lyman Crew. My
grandfather only divulged a few of his stories before passing away a couple of years ago. It has always been an interest of
mine to find out more information about his crew and the men who knew him. If anyone should come across this message
and knew my grandfather, please write to me. Thank you again.
Name: Luke A Hogan III Email: noceans@aol.com

This section is for those who are looking for more information on a Veteran,
Plane, Mission, Crash, Crew and anything else that you may be searching for.

Can You Help Us Identify This Crew/Plane? - #34

Can anyone identify this crew, individual person(s) or plane from the 450th BG? This picture was featured in
the Bomber Legends 2007 calendar. Please contact the editor if you have any information.
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450th BG Reunion – 65th Anniversary (1943 – 2008) – Milwaukee, WI
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450th BG Reunion – 65th Anniversary (1943 – 2008) – Milwaukee, WI
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450th BG Reunion – 65th Anniversary (1943 – 2008) – Milwaukee, WI
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Please Bring Any WWII or 450th BG Memorabilia to the
reunion even if you have brought it to past reunions.

Keep in mind that we have many new members coming to
the reunions and they would love to see it and share in

your stories.

www.450thbg.com – The BRATS Have Created A Presence on the Web

brats
450 th Bomb Group Memorial Association – The

BRATS have created a webpage linked to
www.450thbg.com

Dedicated to the men of the 450th Bombardment
Group Heavy. The BRATS will keep their

memories alive for future generations so that no
one will forget.

This site is for anyone who wishes to help keep
the memories preserved in a web based format

and will be a meeting place for families and
friends to come and share stories.

To get to The BRATS webpage, go to 450thbg.com homepage and then click on B.R.A.T.S on the menu to the left.

If you have a story and/or photograph you would like published in the
Cottontales, please let us know. We are new at this newsletter game, so

we’ll gladly accept all the help we can get from you Cottontails!
This is your newsletter, by contributing your stories; you help us deliver

what you want. Mail your stories, suggestions, photos, etc. to
450th BG Memorial Association, P.O. Box 857, Liberty, MO 64068
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Keep ‘em flying

A Letter to the Editor– “A Walk on Hallowed Ground” from Eddie Putman



Page - 10 - Cottontales . . . . continued June 2008

“The views expressed by third parties within our publication are not representative of the views of the 450 th Bomb Group
Association, 450th BG.com or the BRATS. We provided all materials to you for informational purposes only and are not
liable for any resulting damages that may arise by a third party.”

An E-Mail to the Editor – From Alija Deck-Partyka
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Leo L Aber – 721

Wayne C Beckley - 720

Hudson Branham - 722

Daniel G Chaplin - 721

Herbert Chester – 722

Chris Dalgish – 723

Calvin F Donath Sr – 722

Edward F Fador – 723

Silvio P Farina – 723

Charles Findeisen – 720

John P Hortel – 721

James D Irwin – 720

Burney S Jackson - 722

Roger A Kent – 723

IN HONOR OF THOSE WHO SERVED WITH THE
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
ITALY 1943-1945-WORLD WAR II

SQUADRONS
720TH-721ST-722ND-723RD

“THE COTTON TALES”

DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATIONS
REGENSBURG-FEB 25TH 1944 PLOESTI-APRIL 5TH 1944

1505 MEN OF THE 450TH BOMB GROUP WERE
KILLED OR MISSING IN ACTION

Gustave J Lafaut Jr – 723

John D Lawson - 721

Richard B Leasure – 720

Howard C Liebl - 722

Norman Moss

Thomas W Netherton – 720

Richard A Purcell - 721

Murray G Stowe – 723

Ralph G Strappelli - 723

Charles W Treloar – 720

Russell Walling – 722

Carl B Wicklund - 721



Page - 12 - Cottontales . . . . continued June 2008

450TH BG MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 857
Liberty, MO 64068

TO:

Address Correction Requested

Reunion Information Enclosed


